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Second batch of textbooks makes it to
Ethiopian universities

Photo: Fikadu Reta

This is how you move a whole lot of textbooks: Tadesse Asmelash, an
Ethiopian volunteer, helping transport them. The books came from
Denmark's Technical University, the Faculty of Health Sciences and the
former Faculty of Life Sciences

Volunteer student initiative has successfully shipped used textbooks to
Ethiopian universtities for a second time. Now reaching even more
libraries throughout the country

by Lena Rutkowski

Last year the University Post reported on the the
challenges facing a student initiative to send a
second phase of used books from The University
of Copenhagen to newly established universities
in Ethiopia.

After much coordination, organiser Fikadu Reta Alemayehu now reports
that a second, larger round of textbooks has been distributed amongst



http://universitypost.dk/cookie-policy-university-post
http://universitypost.dk/article/old-books-new-life
http://universitypost.dk/article/old-books-new-life
http://universitetsavisen.dk/
http://universitypost.dk/

Ethiopian Universities.

The 1nitiative started in 2012 when the University of Copenhagen announced that it
would burn excess books no longer required by the Humanities Library.
The controversial book burning plan was subsequently stopped following
government intervention. But Fikadu, then a life sciences Student in
Copenhagen, was with fellow students inspired to organise shipments of used books t0
Hawassa University in his homeland.

Four universities

While the first shipment arrived at one university in South Ethiopia, the
second shipment contained even more donated books and was distributed
amongst three public universities in other parts of the country.

Wachamo University received 168 books, while Mezin-Tepi University
and Wolaita Sodo University each received 154. The considerable number
of book donations also meant the transport cost was higher. Fikadu, now a
teacher, reports that the shipment from Denmark to Ethiopia took place via
the Ethopian Embassy in Frankfurt.

According to the Facebook group, the second shipment involved eight
boxes with a total weight of 390 kgs.

"I think, so far for both first and second phase shipping of books, we paid a
total of more than DKK 15,000 for transporting the books to Ethiopia. We
fundraised about DKK 7,000 on Facebook from Ethiopians in Denmark,"
he says.

Huge effort

The South Ethopian Peoples Development Association supplemented the
cost of the shipment from Germany to Ethiopia.

“It’s been a huge effort.” says Fikadu, who acknowledges the support of
various organisations in Copenhagen such as Frederiksberg Hospital, the
former Life Sciences faculty and local volunteers.

"The University Post did help us a lot while we were asking for used
books donation and during fund raising for the shipping costs," says
Fikadu, "but please mention also Anne Sophie Vinther Hansen and Pernille
Bohn, outstanding Danes that did tirelessly work in making our books
drive a reality. By the way, these two girls were my motivation. They are
very good examples of dedication and the fact that people are ready to go
beyond borders to help others."

"Marianne Griitzmeier head of the KU Life library did also help us a lot,
and a library staff at KU Life - I dont remember his name - made a very
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special book collection box he gave us in support of our initiative. He did
also prepare a special key made for the purpose of keeping donated books
in a locked box until we move them from the Library to Frederiksberg
Hospital."

"Anne Sophie Vinther Hansen's father from the Frederiksberg Hospital did
also help us a lot by providing storage place for donated books until we
shipped them to Ethiopia. There are many more that did help the initiative
in different forms in addition to those who donated books and who paid for
transport cost," says Fikadu Reta, who also mentions Mrs Zebenay Adane
from Germany who played a role in transporting the books on to Ethiopia.
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New 'global development' programme will
combine economics. anthropology and political
science

A new English-language Master's program includes on-the-ground field work and cross-disciplinary
training

Campus 19/3-14 10:04

Duck raped a dead duck. Science? Yes. And
there is more

Researchers swallowing shrews without chewing and homosexual, necrophiliac ducks: The Ig
Nobel Prize Denmark tour promises to combine the funny with the informative
Education 18/3-14 6:10

Tackling the management of security risk

A new social science Master's program teaches students to think globally and critically about
political security challenges

Campus 18/3-14 6:08

Do you have academic x-factor?

It is time for Science Slam. Enthusiasts can go on stage and try their best to convey their knowledge
in an entertaining way. Sign up for this year's event

Politics 14/3-14 8:06

Denmark to introduce dual citizenship

Danes and resident internationals will soon be able to become citizens without losing their original
nationality. The Danish government now has backing from a solid majority in parliament
Science 13/3-14 15:45

Dean: Science's named persons scheme for
suspected misconduct - a precaution (updated)

Two professors appointed in a new role to address suspected cases at the Faculty of Science and to
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give independent advice on co-authorship. Should be seen as a precaution, Dean says to the
University Post (updated)

Culture 13/3-14 10:32

Director of new physics thriller: It is like
Wikileaks in 3D

New multimedia web thriller Cloud Chamber is set at a fictionalised Niels Bohr Institute and is
about 'seeing something that nobody else sees'. Interview with the director Christian Fonnesbech

Culture 13/3-14 8:15

Cult science mystery filmed in fictional Niels
Bohr Institute

New multimedia project Cloud Chamber is set in a fictional research center inspired by the physics
department at the University of Copenhagen
Campus 12/3-14 8:20

Law student poster pokes fun at homeless

Student discussion club at the Faculty of Law under fire after plan for theme party where guests are
encouraged to dress up as 'creditor' or a 'debtor’
Campus 12/3-14 6:44

See the photos: Euraxess career roadshow

Career and research "tour bus" brought CV photographers, workshops, and job-hunting tips to
students and researchers

Fact box

The Ethiopia book project
For more details, see their facebook group here

Fikadu Reta, the volunteer and organiser quoted in the article, used to work at Hawassa University
before coming to study in Denmark. Now he is about to start work at one of the newly opened
Universities in Ethiopia, he says.
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Old books, new life

Activists want books for students in Africa
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Dorms Disclosed: G.A. Hagemanns Kollegium
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University post on Twitter

* Online and forgotten. Librarian at Copenhagen's Royal Library Diamond @sortediamant on
rare books and digitisation: t.co/CqnkxOEyW4

* RT @UCPH_health: University of Copenhagen's new online course shares latest #diabetes
research in global classroom t.co/lhNMN95726

* New 'global development' programme at (@uni_copenhagen to combine economics,
anthropology and political science: t.co/l[HUarMLxRH

* RT @Kubulus: #Copenhagen is the world's no. 9 in quality of student life. Are #Vienna
#Amsterdam #Sydney better? t.co/Do9T6esq3P @U...

Follow us on Twitter
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Ovrige
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Company Day at SCIENCE on March 21

Ph.D. defense
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PhD defense: Marc-Etienne Ridler

Lecture
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John MacKenzie on The British Empire:

Ramshackle or Rampaging?

Seminar

24/3

Inspirational Seminar on Violence and
Conflict

Contact University Post
Write us an email: universitypost@adm.ku.dk

Or call the newsroom on +45 35 32 28 98
(Monday - Thursday 9.00 - 16.00)

* University Post's newsroom
* University Post's rules for debate

* Advertising in print and online

University of Copenhagen

Norregade 10

1165 Copenhagen K
Denmark

Tel. +45 3532 28 98

Social media
* Follow up-to-the-minute reports on Twitter: (@universitypost
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Write us an email: universitypost@adm.ku.dk


http://www.facebook.com/universitypost
http://twitter.com/universitypost
http://universitypost.dk/article/how-advertise-universitypostdk
http://universitypost.dk/article/rules-debate
http://universitypost.dk/university-post
http://universitypost.dk/calendar/inspirational-seminar-violence-and-conflict
http://universitypost.dk/calendar/inspirational-seminar-violence-and-conflict
http://universitypost.dk/calendar/john-mackenzie-british-empire-ramshackle-or-rampaging
http://universitypost.dk/calendar/john-mackenzie-british-empire-ramshackle-or-rampaging

	Topics
	Second batch of textbooks makes it to Ethiopian universities
	Photo: Fikadu Reta
	This is how you move a whole lot of textbooks: Tadesse Asmelash, an Ethiopian volunteer, helping transport them. The books came from Denmark's Technical University, the Faculty of Health Sciences and the former Faculty of Life Sciences
	Volunteer student initiative has successfully shipped used textbooks to Ethiopian universtities for a second time. Now reaching even more libraries throughout the country
	by Lena Rutkowski
	Last year the University Post reported on the the challenges facing a student initiative to send a second phase of used books from The University of Copenhagen to newly established universities in Ethiopia.
	Huge effort

	Post new comment
	New 'global development' programme will combine economics, anthropology and political science
	Duck raped a dead duck. Science? Yes. And there is more
	Tackling the management of security risk
	Do you have academic x-factor?
	Denmark to introduce dual citizenship
	Dean: Science's named persons scheme for suspected misconduct - a precaution (updated)
	Director of new physics thriller: It is like Wikileaks in 3D
	Cult science mystery filmed in fictional Niels Bohr Institute
	Law student poster pokes fun at homeless
	See the photos: Euraxess career roadshow
	Fact box
	The Ethiopia book project

	See also
	Old books, new life
	Activists want books for students in Africa
	Duck raped a dead duck. Science? Yes. And there is more
	Do you have academic x-factor?
	Dorms Disclosed: G.A. Hagemanns Kollegium

	Trending right now
	Duck raped a dead duck. Science? Yes. And there is more
	Newsletter
	University post on Twitter
	What's happening
	Company Day at SCIENCE on March 21
	PhD defense: Marc-Etienne Ridler
	John MacKenzie on The British Empire: Ramshackle or Rampaging?
	Inspirational Seminar on Violence and Conflict
	Contact University Post
	University of Copenhagen
	Social media


	name: Write your name here (anonymous comments will be deleted)
	mail: 
	subject: 
	comment: 
	newsletter_email: 


